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15 February 2024 

 Members of the parish council 

You are summoned to the Meeting of Acton Parish Council which will take place on Wednesday 21 

February 2024 at 7pm in Acton Village Hall for the purpose of transacting the business below. 

 

Fiona Mullins, Clerk 

Members of the public:  

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend this public meeting and have a statutory right 

to attend meetings of the council as observers. Attendees are requested to notify the chairman of any 

intention to film, photograph or record during the meeting. 

There is a public forum of up to 10 minutes within the meeting for members of the public and/or press 

to speak.  

Members of the public may be excluded by a resolution of the meeting for specific items which need to 

be discussed in confidence. 

Agenda 

 Apologies 

1(i) To receive apologies and approve the reasons for absence. 

 Minutes 

2(i) To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2024 to be signed by the chair. 

 Declaration of interest 

3(i) Cllrs are reminded to declare an interest on any item on this agenda at this point or at any point 
during the meeting in accordance with Acton Parish Council’s Code of Conduct. 

3(ii) To consider any written requests for a dispensation received by the clerk prior to the 
commencement of the meeting. 

 District, County and Community reports 
4(i) To receive the County Councillor’s report 
4(ii) To receive the District Councillor’s report 

 Clerk’s report 
5(i) To receive the clerk’s report on any significant matters not on the agenda and not already drawn to 

councillors’ attention. (Appendix 1)  
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5(ii) To note decisions taken under delegated powers since the last meeting. (Appendix 1) 

6 Public Forum (up to 10 minutes) 
 If you wish to make statements or ask questions during this forum, please raise your hand and the 

chair will call you to speak. The council’s standing orders limit each individual’s contribution to 3 
minutes. Issues should not be discussed immediately or responded to unless the chair authorises. 
Matters raised may be added to the agenda for a future meeting at the discretion of the council. 

 Planning 

7(i) To consider planning applications and resolve to submit comments where appropriate.  Please note 
that any applications received following the issue of this agenda will be considered. 

a • DC/23/05754 - 5 Clay Hall Place, Acton, CO10 0BT. Householder Application - Insertion of 
1No rear dormer and 2No front rooflights in conjunction with loft conversion. 

7(ii) To note planning application validations, parish council recommendations and local planning 
authority decisions made since the last meeting (Appendix 2). 

 Environment 

8(i) To consider purchasing an additional Speed Indicator Device for Melford Road, agree a budget of up 
to £3,800 plus VAT, to be funded 50% Neighbourhood CIL Fund and 50% County Councillor 
Highways Locality Budget. (Appendix 3) 

8(ii) To consider whether to replace the no cycling signs at Queensway and Coblers Way at a cost of up 
to £300 per sign or whether to remove them.  

8(iii) To consider checking street signs in Acton in order to request County Cllr Phillip Faircloth Mutton’s 
Highways funding to replace any signs that are not fit for purpose. 

8(iv) To consider purchasing a brushcutter lawnmower for the reserve, estimated cost £6,749 plus VAT, 
and agree a budget of up to £6,900 including delivery. (Appendix 4) 

8(v) To consider taking ownership and management of the Tamage Road defibrillator and its housing. 

8(vi) To consider any other environmental or rights of way issues and to any work arising. 

 Finance 

9(i) Accounts for payment – to review and approve items of expenditure in December and January, 
noting items over £500 (Appendix 5). 

 Governance 

10(i) To consider ideas for consulting residents on Acton’s community infrastructure needs. 

10(ii) To consider appointing a councillor working group to bring forward further consultation for an 
updated Acton Action Plan. 

 Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 

11 Councillors may use this opportunity to: report on meetings attended; agree attendance at 
forthcoming meetings; add future agenda items; and report matters of information not included 
elsewhere on the agenda. 
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Prepared 15 Feb and presented to parish council meeting 21 Feb 2024 

ID Minute Tasks in progress Who 

1 24/01 4(i) permanent SID for Melford Road  On agenda 

2 23/11/ 8(ii) Action the issues identified in the RoSPA play area inspection Clerk 

3 23/10 9(ii) Install a bench near the bus stop on the High Street Clerk 

4 23/07 8(iii) 
22/10 10(i)a 

Pavements Access Improvements - 3 locations GR 

5 23/01 9(i)e Gym trail, one piece on Marsh Walk £4,400 budget.  (Action Plan # 1) GR 

6 22/02 9(vi) 
22/03 9(x) 

Go Start Transport Project Clerk 

7 23/09 9(iv) Further Quiet Lanes (Vicarage Lane, Barrow Lane where it becomes Slough 
Lane and at the Slough Lane junction)  

Clerk 

ID Minute Tasks still to do Who 

8 24/01 10(iii) Raise issues with Village Hall management committee  

9 23/11/ 8(iii)c Replace the “clean up after your dog” signs. Clerk 

10 23/11/4(i) Follow up with Philip FM re conifer hedge at the Barrow Hill/High St junction Clerk 

11 23/06/21 
9(ii) 

SCC resurfacing footpath 15, APC contribution of £2,000 Clerk 

12 23/07 4(i) Review the request for double gates near the church to be replaced. Clerk/CJ 

13 23/09 5(i) request regular SCC maintenance to clear the drainage pipe at Marsh Walk Clerk 

14 23/06/21 
9(viii)f 

ask SCC to cut the PRoW in specific months Clerk 

ID Minute Tasks completed   

15 24/01 8(iv) Write to Church regarding Church drive and tree maintenance GR, clerk 

16 24/01 4(i) request funding support for the Cuckoo Tye memorial bench  Clerk 

17 24/01 8(iv) write to the Diocese to clarify Church Drive maintenance Clerk 

18 24/01 10(i) sign the Trustee Eligibility Declaration for Acton Field Trust Clerk 

19 24/01 10(ii) grant to the Acton Field Trust of £600  Clerk 

20 24/01 10(iv) dates for parish council meetings in 2024/25 on notice boards Clerk 

21 22/05 12(i) Bun Meadow byway29 resurfacing (Action Plan #10) GR 

22 23/06/21 
9(vii) 

Ask SCC to install signs on Mills Lane at the corner of Acton Lane and at the 
corner of the A134 indicating 'unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles' 

Clerk 

 

Significant matters not on agenda: 

• Babergh District Council (BDC) reminder about Great British Spring Clean 15 March – 

31 March. 

• SALC member survey. 

• Invitation to District Cllr Liz Malvisi’s Civic Service at Holy Trinity Church, Long 

Melford CO10 9DL on Sunday 3rd March 2024 at 2.30pm. 

• Allotment tenant’s email asking that tenants be reminded they are responsible for 

cutting the hedges adjacent to their plots. 

• Gigaclear is ready to start work on fast broadband provision in Feb and will arrange a 

briefing for residents at the village hall. 
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Actions taken under delegated powers: 

• Purchased cut off switch for shredder (clerk within budget) 

• Authorised up to £150 to be spent on repairs and new owl boxes (clerk within 

budget) 

• Gave permission for BDC to use Acton’s Action Plan as an example for guidance on 

community led planning (clerk) 

• Renewed subscription to 123 reg for Neighbourhood Plan website (clerk within 

budget) 

• Applied for BDC Locality award of £250 towards new High Street bench (clerk and 

chair within budget) 

• Final site visit to check the Lime Tree Green additional equipment BDC CIL officer and 

confirmation of final CIL bid figures (chair within budget) 

• Confirmed the SCC work order for pedestrian access improvements at 3 locations 

£2,652.03 (clerk and chair within budget) 

• Request to BDC for Acton’s remaining S106 open spaces funds to be used to fund the 

additional play equipment on Lime Tree Green (clerk within budget) 

 



APPENDIX 2 Planning decisions 

For details of the applications see: http://www.babergh.gov.uk/planning/development- 

management/application-search-and-comment/search-for-applications/                               Page 1 of 1 

Prepared on 16 February and presented to the Parish Council on 21 February 2024 

DC/23/05754 5 Clay Hall Place Acton CO10 0BT 
Householder Application - Insertion of 1No rear dormer and 2No front rooflights 
in conjunction with loft conversion. 

 Parish Council recommendation On agenda – deadline 23 Feb 
 Planning Authority decision Pending Consideration 

DC/24/00653 Sunny Croft Newmans Green Acton Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0AB 
Householder Application - Erection of single storey rear extension 

 Parish Council recommendation On agenda – deadline 4 March 
 Planning Authority decision Pending Consideration 

DC/24/00675 Cuckoo Tye Farm Cuckoo Tye Long Melford Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0AE 
 Full Planning Application - Change of use of land to touring caravan site for a 

maximum of 20no. caravans and creation of new vehicular access. 
 Parish Council recommendation On agenda – deadline 5 March 
 Planning Authority decision Pending Consideration 

DC/24/00046 The Old Vicarage, Vicarage Lane Acton CO10 0AF 
 Application for Listed Building Consent. Refurbishment of domestic outbuilding to 

enable conversion to home office and store. 
 Parish Council recommendation Defer to advice of heritage officer 
 Planning Authority decision Awaiting decision 

DC/23/05167 Rookery Farm, Lavenham Road, Acton, Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0BJ 
 Full Planning Application - Change of use of site from Agricultural to Class E Light 

Industrial. 
Parish Council recommendation Object 
Planning Authority decision Awaiting decision 

DC/22/05231 Chilton Woods Mixed Development To North Of Woodhall Business Park Sudbury 
Suffolk 

 Application for approval of Reserved Matters (matters relating to appearance, 
scale, layout and landscaping) for Phase III - Construction of 149no. dwellings, 
residential amenities, open space, parking and associated development details 
pursuant to Outline Planning Permission B/15/01718 dated 29/03/2018 
Parish Council recommendation Support 
Planning Authority decision Awaiting decision 

DC/23/04007 Tamage Road estate – gym trail 
 Application under S73a for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following 

grant of DC/19/03126 dated 30.07.2020 and subsequent S73 DC/22/01674 - as 
per details and documents received. 

 Parish Council recommendation Support 
 Planning Authority decision Awaiting decision 

DC/23/02730   Land East Of Appleshaw, Newmans Green  
 Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) following grant of 

Planning Permission DC/20/00060 dated 17.02.20  
 Parish Council recommendation No objection 
 Planning Authority decision Awaiting decision 
   

 



Comparison products: EVOLIS Vision: Radar Speed Sign Supplied by Elan City  Cost  (quote 

requested)   2 year warranty, weather resistant casing   Smiley Faced SID  Supplied by 

SIDSigns.co.uk   Cost (quote requested)   2 year return to base warranty 

APPENDIX 3 Traffic Calming Measures 

Residents continue to raise concern regarding drivers exceeding the 30mph speed limit on 

Melford Rd Melford Rd (entering and existing the village). Acton Speed Watch Members 

suggest that when the existing Parish owned Speed Indicator Device (SID) is periodically 

placed at Melford Rd it has a positive impact in reducing speed. 

The proposal is to purchase a second SID which can be permanently sited at the Melford Rd 

end of the village. The exiting SID will be sited at the Waldingfield Rd end of the village. This 

project is supported by county councillor Philip Faircloth-Mutton who has offered a financial 

contribution from his locality budget.  

Westcotec are the manufacturer and supplier of the Council’s two existing Speed Indicator 

Signs and are recommended by Sudbury Town Council Community Wardens.  

Costing Portable Speed Indicator Device (SID) with Smiley / Angry Face beneath, battery 

powered complete with spare Lead Acid battery, ‘intelligent’ charger, sign weatherproof 

cover and bracket set for a cost of £3,289.00 each excluding VAT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data Collection (Download via Bluetooth to your existing Android Device, running on 7.0 or 

newer version. App download required from Google Play Store) for a cost of £379.00 per 

sign excluding VAT.   

Comprehensive THREE-YEAR WARRANTY which covers everything except vandalism, impact 

damage, theft and batteries. Batteries include the manufacturer's ONE-year warranty. 

Total Cost £3,668.00 excluding VAT, to be funded 50% Neighbourhood CIL Fund and 50% 

County Councillor Highways Locality Budget.  

Acton Parish Council purchased one of these signs last year, research for alternative 

suppliers was carried out and it was concluded that the Westcotec units are the best option 

for the council. As mentioned above STW also have experience of alternatives but 

recommend staying with UK manufactured Westcotec. 



APPENDIX 4  Acton Wildlife Reserve Equipment  
Cllr Round and Cllr Le Grys 

The Volunteer Team have been using the ride-on lawnmower tractor for maintenance 

cutting back work at the wildlife reserve. This machine is not suited to this type of work and 

does not clear vegetation growth. The machine will deteriorate fast if it continues to be used 

in this way. The correct machine for maintaining the vegetation is a brush cutter (see below). 

There are many differences between a brush cutter and a lawnmower.  

It is proposed that the Council should purchase a Orec Rabbit RM830 Ride-on Brush Cutter 

82cm Cut £6,749.00 excl VAT Cheap Mowers UK, from Acton’s Neighbourhood CIL fund. 

This machine model is ideal for use at the Reserve and gives good value for money with a 

local warranty and service agents based in Sudbury. Acton Wildlife Reserve is an important 

public amenity, this replacement machine will greatly aid with volunteer maintenance of the 

site. During the growing seasons the brush cutter will need to be used to keep the pathways 

cut every 2-3 weeks.   

Cllrs Le Grys and Round will carry out a risk assessment and issue operator training 

instructions. When not in use the equipment will be locked and the keys will not be handed 

to any non-trained persons. 

Comprehensive online research has led us to select this particular make and size of brush 

cutter. Similar prices have been quoted by other suppliers. A comparable product which 

could be £450 cheaper but it can only be obtained from a Europe based supplier which is 

not satisfactory for ongoing warranty and service issues. Cheap Mowers UK are the 

preferred supplier because they offer a Sudbury based service provider for ongoing 

maintenance.   

For information, an online blogger’s cost comparison is extracted below. Not all of the 

products are comparable with the Orec and this assessment is older than the online 

research recently carried out by Cllrs Round and Le Grys. 

 

https://www.lawnmowingbusiness.co.uk/articles/what-is-the-best-ride-on-brush-cutter-and-rough-cut-mower  

Date of assessment not known. 

https://www.lawnmowingbusiness.co.uk/articles/what-is-the-best-ride-on-brush-cutter-and-rough-cut-mower
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Date Description Supplier / customer Net VAT Total Type 

01/11/2023 Litter picker Nov Litter picker -91.67 0.00 -91.67 Payment 

02/11/2023 Allotment 6A 6B Allotment 6A 6B 15.00 0.00 15.00 Receipt 

02/11/2023 Allotment 1C 2D Allotment 1C 2D 15.00 0.00 15.00 Receipt 

02/11/2023 Allotment 8D 9D 10D Allotment 8D 9D 10D 22.50 0.00 22.50 Receipt 

02/11/2023 Allotment 1A 3A 3B 4A 4B Allotment 1A 3A 3B 4A 4B 37.50 0.00 37.50 Receipt 

02/11/2023 Legal wafer seal City Company Seals -3.50 -0.70 -4.20 Payment 

03/11/2023 Grant dog bins & Quiet Lanes signs Suffolk County Council 350.00 0.00 350.00 Receipt 

03/11/2023 Allotment 6C Allotment 6C 7.50 0.00 7.50 Receipt 

06/11/2023 Streetlight maintenance Pearce and Kemp -18.75 -3.75 -22.50 Payment 

06/11/2023 Allotment 9A Allotment 9A 7.50 0.00 7.50 Receipt 

09/11/2023 Installation of dog bin and SID  A J Smith -700.00 -140.00 -840.00 Payment 

09/11/2023 Lime Tree Green play area annual Play Safety Limited -99.50 -19.90 -119.40 Payment 

09/11/2023 Interest on savings Lloyds Bus Bank Savings 94.31 0.00 94.31 Receipt 

10/11/2023 Legal advice Acton Field Trust Threthowans -3,639.00 -727.80 -4,366.80 Payment 

15/11/2023 Dog bags for dispenser JRB Enterprise -93.10 -18.62 -111.72 Payment 

17/11/2023 Electricity for street lighting SSE Energy Solutions -84.00 -4.20 -88.20 Payment 

20/11/2023 Electricity for street lighting  SSE Energy Solutions -9.71 -1.93 -11.64 Payment 

20/11/2023 Snap poster frame for sign VIZ Pro Limited -20.42 -4.08 -24.50 Payment 

23/11/2023 Sign Lime Tree Green Auto Innovations -48.00 -9.60 -57.60 Payment 

23/11/2023 Return of deposit Allotment 2C - deposit refund -10.00 0.00 -10.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Nov salary Clerk -1,278.90 0.00 -1,278.90 Payment 

23/11/2023 Refurbishment of Boules pitch SO Landscapes -500.00 0.00 -500.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Nov salary Assistant Clerk -940.31 0.00 -940.31 Payment 

23/11/2023 Donation Sudbury Newstalk Sudbury Newstalk -100.00 0.00 -100.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Christmas Tree Sudbury Trees -500.00 0.00 -500.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Churchyard 7 cuts WR Hickford -1,050.00 0.00 -1,050.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Lime Tree Green hedges WR Hickford -550.00 0.00 -550.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Marsh Walk footpath clearing WR Hickford -48.00 0.00 -48.00 Payment 
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Date Description Supplier / customer Net VAT Total Type 

23/11/2023 Grass cutting Lime Tree Green WR Hickford -1,096.00 0.00 -1,096.00 Payment 

23/11/2023 Christmas gifts for children (books) The Works -60.00 0.00 -60.00 Payment 

30/11/2023 Funds transfer for Acton Field Trust Birketts LLP 4,500.00 0.00 4,500.00 Receipt 

01/12/2023 Litter picker Dec Litter picker -91.67 0.00 -91.67 Payment 

01/12/2023 Allotment 2C Allotment 2C 17.50 0.00 17.50 Receipt 

04/12/2023 Streetlight maintenance Nov Pearce and Kemp -18.75 -3.75 -22.50 Payment 

10/12/2023 November pension NEST -96.09 0.00 -96.09 Payment 

11/12/2023 Interest on savings Lloyds Bus Bank Savings 97.46 0.00 97.46 Receipt 

18/12/2023 Microsoft 365 subscription Microsoft Ireland Operations 
Limited 

-66.66 -13.33 -79.99 Payment 

19/12/2023 Insurance premium Markel UK Limited -162.40 0.00 -162.40 Payment 

19/12/2023 Dec salary Clerk -1,380.54 0.00 -1,380.54 Payment 

19/12/2023 Dec Salary Assistant Clerk -637.00 0.00 -637.00 Payment 

19/12/2023 Tree work Jennens Way Suffolk Tree Services -4,750.00 -950.00 -5,700.00 Payment 

02/01/2024 Litter picking Jan Litter picker -91.67 0.00 -91.67 Payment 

04/01/2024 Street light maintenance December Pearce and Kemp -18.75 -3.75 -22.50 Payment 

08/01/2024 Pension December NEST -104.60 0.00 -104.60 Payment 

09/01/2024 Jan interest Lloyds Bus Bank Savings 88.42 0.00 88.42 Receipt 

10/01/2024 Allotment 10C rent Allotment 10C 7.50 0.00 7.50 Receipt 

11/01/2024 Allotment 2A rent Allotment 2A 7.50 0.00 7.50 Receipt 

15/01/2024 Parish Council meetings Oct-to-Dec Acton Village Hall -108.00 0.00 -108.00 Payment 

15/01/2024 Postage of documents Unity Bank Clerk -8.15 0.00 -8.15 Payment 

15/01/2024 Postage, APC mobile phone, Q3 
home working allowance 

Clerk -285.79 0.00 -285.79 Payment 

15/01/2024 Q3 NIC and PAYE HMRC -331.45 0.00 -331.45 Payment 

15/01/2024 Q2, Q3 home working allowance, 
spray paint to mark bin location 

Assistant Clerk -163.67 0.00 -163.67 Payment 
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Date Description Supplier / customer Net VAT Total Type 

15/01/2024 Printer toner Sudbury Office Supplies -30.40 -6.08 -36.48 Payment 
 

15/01/2024 Professional advice, transfer of 
Acton Field 

Threthowans -2,935.00 -587.00 -3,522.00 Payment 

15/01/2024 Land registry fee transfer of Acton 
Field 

Threthowans -20.00 0.00 -20.00 Payment 

15/01/2024 Additional play equipment Lime 
Tree Green 

Playdale Playgrounds Ltd -21,524.02 -4,304.80 -25,828.82 Payment 

17/01/2024 Q3 community wardens services Sudbury Town Council -509.00 -101.80 -610.80 Payment 

17/01/2024 Stop switch for shredder Amazon EU S arl UK 
Branch 

-11.15 -2.23 -13.38 Payment 

26/01/2024 December salary Assistant Clerk -637.00 0.00 -637.00 Payment 

29/01/2024 2023 bank interest Skipton Skipton Building Society 2,744.33 0.00 2,744.33 Receipt 
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APPENDIX 5 continued: Expenditure items over £500 1 April 2023 to 31 Jan 2024 

Date Description Supplier  Net 

23/11/2023 Refurbishment of Boules pitch SO Landscapes -500.00 

23/11/2023 Christmas Tree Sudbury Trees -500.00 

17/01/2024 Q3 community wardens services Sudbury Town Council -509.00 

23/11/2023 Lime Tree Green hedges WR Hickford -550.00 

17/04/2023 April salary Assistant Clerk -555.03 

07/09/2023 Bench for wildlife reserve Glasdon UK -555.41 

27/06/2023 June salary Assistant Clerk -591.47 

29/08/2023 Aug salary Assistant Clerk -593.67 

27/09/2023 Sept salary Assistant Clerk -593.67 

23/10/2023 Oct salary Assistant Clerk -593.67 

17/07/2023 July salary Assistant Clerk -599.87 

16/05/2023 May salary Assistant Clerk -628.31 

23/10/2023 Q2 services Sudbury Town Council -631.13 

19/12/2023 Dec Salary Assistant Clerk -637.00 

26/01/2024 December salary Assistant Clerk -637.00 

22/05/2023 Laptop  GBUK Systems -659.00 

17/04/2023 Q4 Jan -March 2023 Sudbury Town Council -659.25 

02/05/2023 SALC membership 2023/24 SALC -661.58 

09/11/2023 Installation of dog bin and SID  A J Smith -700.00 

07/09/2023 Boules pitch deposit SO Landscapes -765.00 

16/05/2023 Keyhole panel with 4 grips and f Wicksteed -776.54 

17/04/2023 April salary Clerk -782.24 

16/05/2023 Litter and dog bin emptying 12x  Babergh District Council -796.74 

27/06/2023 June salary Clerk -918.52 

17/07/2023 July salary Clerk -918.52 

29/08/2023 Aug salary Clerk -918.52 

27/09/2023 Sept salary Clerk -918.52 
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Date Description Supplier  Net 

23/10/2023 Oct salary Clerk -918.52 

23/11/2023 Nov salary Assistant Clerk -940.31 

28/09/2023 Annual insurance renewal Clear Councils -952.35 

16/05/2023 May salary Clerk -1,048.71 

23/11/2023 Churchyard 7 cuts WR Hickford -1,050.00 

23/11/2023 Grass cutting Lime Tree Green WR Hickford -1,096.00 

27/09/2023 Annual hedge trimming Jennens Way Suffolk Tree Services -1,100.00 

07/09/2023 Lime trees dead wood Suffolk Tree Services -1,150.00 

27/06/2023 2 litter bins Glasdon UK -1,244.88 

23/11/2023 November salary Clerk -1,278.90 

19/12/2023 Dec salary Clerk -1,380.54 

23/10/2023 Legal advice Acton Field Trust Threthowans -1,534.00 

12/10/2023 Neighbourhood Plan Consultant  Compass Point -2,536.20 

15/01/2024 Professional charges, transfer of Acton Field Threthowans -2,935.00 

02/08/2023 Legal advice Barn Owl field Threthowans -3,391.00 

23/10/2023 Large SID with & SlowDown Westcotec -3,475.00 

10/11/2023 Legal advice Acton Field Trust Threthowans -3,639.00 

19/12/2023 Removal of dead wood Jennens Way Lime trees Suffolk Tree Services -4,750.00 

21/09/2023 Streetlights changed to part night lighting Pearce and Kemp -5,198.25 

31/10/2023 Deposit for Lime tree Green play equipment Playdale Playgrounds Ltd -7,174.67 

15/01/2024 Additional play equipment Lime Tree Green Playdale Playgrounds Ltd -21,524.02 

 


