
Walk 8. 
Chilton Hall and 
Church

Distance - 5.75 miles 
Approx time - 2.5 hours 
Difficulty - Moderate 
Start Point - The Crown Public House 
Finish Point - The Crown Public House

Chilton Hall was built by Robert Crane 
IV between 1550 and 1560. The Hall 
was surrounded by a moat with an 
arched gateway to the south leading to 
farm buildings and a small enclosure 
to the west, beyond which lay two 
lozenge-shaped ponds. The estate 
was inherited by Sir Robert Crane V 
who built the present walled garden. 
Upon his death in 1643, the estate 
was divided amongst his four surviving 
daughters. The Hall and grounds passed 
to the daughter married to Edmund 
Bacon. Chilton possessed a large deer 
park to the south-east of the present 
site. By the end of the C17 the estate 
had passed to the Wodehouse family 
whose main seat was at Kimberley in 
Norfolk, thus during the C18 and early 
to mid C19 it remained little more 
than a large farmhouse. In C1800 it 
is believed a fire destroyed much of 
the Hall leaving only the east wing. In 
1924 the Hall, garden and immediate 
grounds were purchased by the English 
family who laid out the woodland 
garden during the 1930s. The estate 
remains in private ownership.
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Care for the Countryside 

• be considerate to others 

• leave gates and property as you find them 

• follow local signs and keep to marked paths 

• take your litter home – leave no trace behind 

When passing through the churchyards at Acton, 

Great Waldingfield and Chilton, please be aware 

that these are burial grounds and dogs should 

remain on a short lead. 

“Take nothing but photos,

leave nothing but footprints”

Please follow the Countryside Code

www.gov.uk/countryside-code

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf


Map of Acton 
Public Rights of Way

Route 7 Chilton Hall and Church 
Distance 5.75 miles - Time 2.5 hours - Moderate 
Stile-free route: start/end at The Acton Crown 
 

Head south along Sudbury Road, turn into 
Coblers Way and follow Marsh Walk to Tamage 
Road. At Tamage Road turn left and then turn 
right into Vicarage Lane, past Higher Ground. 
Take the footpath to your left and head up the 
hill to the airfield. Follow the track around 
the perimeter of the airfield, through the 
woodcutting area and around the bend until 
you reach the footpath on your right towards 
Chilton Grove. Take this footpath and head 
past the Horse Pond (this has an interesting 
information board). With care, cross the B1115. 
Continue along the tree-lined avenue to the 
beautiful moated Chilton Hall. Depending on 
the time of year, you will be greeted with 
beautiful floral displays. Please be considerate 
of the residents of Chilton Hall and keep to 
the marked footpaths. Once you have left the 
grounds of Chilton Hall, take the footpath to 

the right and then take the next left over the 
fields follow this to Chilton Church. The church 
is usually open daily between 10am-4pm and is 
worth a visit. Now retrace your steps but take 
the footpath to your left (rather than heading 
back across the field). Take the next right onto 
the byway through the wooded area and then 
turn left back towards Chilton Hall. Retrace your 
steps along the avenue, over the road and back 
to the airfield. Now turn right and follow the 
perimeter path past the grain distribution centre 
and continue onto the airfield until the concrete 
track off to your left. This traverses the airfield 
and will bring you back near to the woodcutting 
area. Turn right and then take the footpath off 
to your left, descending to Vicarage Lane. Turn 
right and retrace your steps along Vicarage Lane 
and return to the pub via Tamage Road and 
Marsh Walk. 
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