
Walk 5. 
The Crown 
Circuit

Distance - 2 miles 
Approx time - 45 Minutes 
Difficulty - Easy 
Start Point - The Crown Public House 
Finish Point - The Crown Public House

1. Acton Wildlife Nature Reserve 
is a community nature reserve of 
approximately one acre. Only a few 
years ago this was an area of unused 
allotment land covered in bramble and 
blackthorn. A hard-working volunteer 
team has cleared and reshaped it to 
create varied habitats for wildlife.  
2. All Saints Church was constructed 
around 1250, with the southern aisle 
being added in the 15th century. By 
the late 19th century, the tower had 
become unsafe and was rebuilt in the 
1920s. 
3. The Church contains the brass of 
Sir Robert de Bures. It is the oldest in 
Suffolk and the third oldest in England. 
It has been described as “the finest 
military brass in existence” (V&A 
Museum). 
4. The 18th century Jennens Memorial 
is housed in the southern aisle. 
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Care for the Countryside 

• be considerate to others 

• leave gates and property as you find them 

• follow local signs and keep to marked paths 

• take your litter home – leave no trace behind 

When passing through the churchyards at Acton, 

Great Waldingfield and Chilton, please be aware 

that these are burial grounds and dogs should 

remain on a short lead. 

“Take nothing but photos,

leave nothing but footprints”

Please follow the Countryside Code

www.gov.uk/countryside-code

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf


Map of Acton 
Public Rights of Way

Route 5 The Crown Circuit 
Distance 2 miles - Time 45 minutes - Easy. 
Stile-free route: start/end at The Acton Crown 
 
Take the footpath to the left of the pub (as you 
look at it). Continue up to the wooden gate, 
enter the churchyard and turn immediately 
right. Go through the next wooden gate and 
head in an easterly direction alongside the field. 
Descend the steps onto the lane (Barrow Hill) 
and turn left. 
Almost immediately to the right is Acton Wildlife 
Nature Reserve. Go through the gates and 
explore the community reserve, before taking 
the path opposite the Volunteer and Visitor 
Centre leading out onto the Barn Owl Field. 
Follow the track straight ahead around the 
perimeter of the field, then bear left at the far 
corner. Join the footpath leading in a northerly 
direction alongside the hedgerow.  
The Lightning Tree stand in the top corner of the 
field. This is a much-loved oak which has been 

enjoyed by generations of children. Nearby is 
the footpath exiting the Barn Owl Field, marked 
with a metal barrier. 
Emerging onto Barrow Hill, turn right and 
continue past the cottages before taking the 
next footpath off to the left. Follow this path 
alongside the sheep fields until the metal gate. 
Turn left after the gate and walk a short distance 
up the gravel track before going through the 
metal gate to the left. Follow the footpath 
ahead and go through the wooden gate into the 
churchyard.  
Now go through the metal gate immediately to 
the right and walk around the perimeter of the 
churchyard. Descend the lime tree lined avenue, 
cross over Melford Road to join the pavement 
and turn left to head back towards the pub. 
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