
Walk 3. 
Airfield 
Amble

Distance - 3.5 miles 
Approx time - 1.5 hours 
Difficulty - Moderate 
Start Point - The Crown Public House 
Finish Point - The Crown Public House

Acton/Waldingfield airfield is a former 
Second World War military airfield, 
which is now used for agriculture. 
 
1. The airfield opened in 1944 and was 
built for American bomber aircraft 
with three concrete runways, fifty hard 
standings and two aircraft hangars. 
Temporary barracks and administrative 
buildings were situated to the eastern 
end nearer to the village of Great 
Waldingfield. 
 
2. The main unit using the airfield was 
the United States Army 8th Air Force’s 
486th Bomb Group and was designated 
as USAAF Station 174. 
 
3. The military airfield closed in 
1945 but its hangars were used as a 
government storage facility for the next 
twenty years before being demolished 
along with the wartime control tower in 
the 1970s.

Walk 3. 
Airfield Amble

Care for the Countryside 

• be considerate to others 

• leave gates and property as you find them 

• follow local signs and keep to marked paths 

• take your litter home – leave no trace behind 

When passing through the churchyards at Acton, 

Great Waldingfield and Chilton, please be aware 

that these are burial grounds and dogs should 

remain on a short lead. 

“Take nothing but photos,

leave nothing but footprints”

Please follow the Countryside Code

www.gov.uk/countryside-code

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf


Map of Acton 
Public Rights of Way

Route 3 Airfield Amble 
Distance 3.5 miles - Time 1.5 hours - Easy. 
Stile-free route: start/end at The Acton Crown 
 
Leave the pub and head along the main High 
Street through the village in an easterly 
direction. At the corner of the High Street and 
Waldingfield Road, take the byway to the left 
which leads onto Clay Hall Lane. 
Follow Clay Hall Lane round and go up towards 
Waldingfield Road. At the junction turn left 
and cross over the road. Head out of the 
village. Take the footpath on your right near 
the village gateway which leads onto the 
airfield. This footpath twists and turns a bit. 
Once at the airfield, turn right and follow the 
concrete runway. You will come to a crossways 
of runways at the halfway point. Continuing 
straight over the crossroads for about a mile. 
The pathway then turns right and follows the 
track through the wood-cutting area and past 
the muck heap on your right. The path bends 

to the right. After a short distance take the 
footpath to the left that runs alongside a tree 
lined hedge and descend the hill onto Vicarage 
Lane. Turn right onto the lane and continue 
past the cottage called Higher Ground. At the 
end of Vicarage Lane take the next left onto 
Tamage Road. At the end of Tamage Road 
turn right into Marsh Walk. Continue along 
this path, going past the attenuation pond 
towards Coblers Way. Turn right and continue 
up Sudbury Road to the pub for well earned 
refreshments.
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