
Walk 1. 
Hole Farm 
Walk

Distance - 6.25 miles 
Approx time - 2 1/2 hours 
Difficulty - Moderate 
Start Point - The Crown Public House 
Finish Point - The Crown Public House

Walk 1. 
Hole Farm Walk

Care for the Countryside 

• be considerate to others 

• leave gates and property as you find them 

• follow local signs and keep to marked paths 

• take your litter home – leave no trace behind 

When passing through the churchyards at Acton, 

Great Waldingfield and Chilton, please be aware 

that these are burial grounds and dogs should 

remain on a short lead. 

“Take nothing but photos,

leave nothing but footprints”

Please follow the Countryside Code

www.gov.uk/countryside-code

community woodland and then bear left towards 
the pond and the church. In late spring this area 
is abundant with bright yellow cowslips. Enter 
the churchyard and follow the path towards the 
main entrance to the 14th century Church of St 
Lawrence. In early spring you will be met with 
a beautiful carpet of snowdrops and aconites. 
Just before the lychgate turn right and follow 
the path to the old gate – this is a safer route 
as it avoids navigating the corner on the road. 
Once on the road, take the next footpath to 
the left and follow this around the top corner 
of the field. At the crossroads take the footpath 
off to the left towards Great Waldingfield. 
This will eventually emerge onto the corner 
of Folly Road. Here turn right along the alley 
onto Heath Way and head towards the B1071. 
Use the crossing near the shop to cross the 
main road and then head onto Ten Tree Road 
(opposite Heath Way).Just after the bus stop, 
turn left into the Bowls Club car park and follow 
the track. Before the industrial buildings turn 
right and enter the old airfield. Head towards 
the grain store and once on the hard standing, 
follow the track in a north-easterly direction. 
Continue around the sharp bend to the left 
and then walk along the old runway until the 
crossroads. Turn right and follow the path up to 
the muck heap, turn right and then left at the 
tree line. Descend this footpath onto Vicarage 
Lane. Turn right onto the lane and continue past 
Higher Ground. Take the next left onto Tamage 
Road and then right into Marsh Walk. Continue 
along this path, cross over Coblers Way and 
continue up Sudbury Road to the pub.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1052574/Countryside_Code_A5.pdf


Map of Acton 
Public Rights of Way

Route 1 Hole Farm Walk 
Distance 6.25 miles Time 2 1/2 hours Moderate. 
Stile-free route: start/end at The Acton Crown 
Take the footpath to the left of the pub (as you 
look at it). Continue up to the wooden gate, enter 
the churchyard and turn immediately right. Go 
through the next wooden gate and head in an 
easterly direction alongside the field. Descend the 
steps onto the lane (Barrow Hill) and turn left. 
Almost immediately to the right is Acton Wildlife 
Nature Reserve. Go through the gates and take 
the path opposite the Volunteer and Visitor Centre 
which leads out onto the Barn Owl Field. Follow 
the track straight ahead around the perimeter of 
the field, then bear right at the far corner. The 
track leads past a large barrier gate and emerges 
onto the High Street. At the High Street, turn left 
and then left again onto the byway which leads 
onto Clay Hall Lane. Follow the lane until you 
reach the footpath opposite Clay Hall Place. It is 
marked with a finger post but is often obscured 
by surrounding foliage. Follow the footpath past 
the gardens of some established properties and 
through the copse until a large oak tree. Here 

the path swings off to the left and runs alongside 
open fields before bearing right towards the road 
(B1071).With caution, turn left and head towards 
the junction, signposted Little Waldingfield. It is 
recommended to overshoot the junction slightly 
to gain better sight of approaching traffic, before 
crossing the road and heading along the lane 
towards Little Waldingfield. Take the footpath to 
the right just after Waldingfield Bridge. This is 
a concrete drive that leads towards Hole Farm. 
Just before the farm, take the footpath to the 
right which leads down past the conifers. Follow 
the path past the water treatment works and 
along to Old School Wood. In the first fenced-in 
section of the wood is a beautiful carving of a 
barn owl. You can take a short detour to see this 
via the wooden steps at the south western end of 
the woodland. Immediately after the fenced-in 
section of Old School Wood turn left and follow 
the path around the perimeter of the (Turn Over)
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