
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  
held in Acton Village Hall at 8:00pm on Wednesday 20th April 2022 

 

Prior to the meeting residents were invited to chat with representatives of local groups at tables 

around the hall. Stall holders were: Acton Good Neighbours Scheme, the Wildlife Reserve, 

Acton Wombles, Crafters, Acton Action Plan, Speedwatch, Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Group, the Cricket Club and the Parish Council. 

Present: 18 residents (including 6 Parish Cllrs), District and County Cllrs and the Clerk. 

1. Welcome from the Chairman 

Cllr Johnson, vice chair of Acton Parish Council welcomed residents to the meeting and was 

nominated, seconded and voted to take the chair. 

2. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Margaret Maybury (chairman of Acton Parish Council), 

Roberta Caradine (Speedwatch co-ordinator), John Phillips (Go Start Community Transport) 

and Ellen Fairbanks (Scouts). 

3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 5 May 2021 

It was agreed that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting dated 5 May 2021 were an 

accurate record of the meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

4. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

Cllr Johnson drew the meetings attention to progress on the Acton Action Plan which residents 

had an opportunity to review at one of the stalls prior to the start of the meeting. Cllr Johnson 

noted that over the last year covid difficulties remained an issue, thanked the parish council 

clerk for her work under difficult circumstances. She noted that the parish council has been 

functioning with 2 fewer parish councillors than normal and encouraged residents to consider 

joining the council. Cllr Johnson highlighted work on Queensway Green, a new contract with 

the Sudbury Town Council Community Wardens and the parish council’s persistence in working 

with District Cllrs to ensure that the Tamage Road development is carried out according to 

agreed requirements. Cllr Johnson thanked people in the village who have drawn issues to the 

attention of the parish council. The allotments on Barrow Hill are fully let and there are 5 people 

on the waiting list. 

5. County Councillor’s report 

Cllr Philip Faircloth-Mutton reported on a review of Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

services, working with the District Council to ensure 3 hour free parking to support high streets, 

the Biodiversity PDP which encourages council farm estates to stop use of herbicides, a speed 

test in Acton which could lead to mitigation such as a 40mph or 30mph limit, a recent meeting 

with Parish Councillors to consider village gateway measures on the Melford Road, £1,100 

donated for grit bins which have been purchased, the reinstatement of paper timetables 

following discussions with Chambers, and a Bus Back Better scheme so that 1 ticket can be 

used on different services. 
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A resident asked whether the free parking would be permanent. Cllr Faircloth Mutton clarified 

that it is in place until at least May 2023. 

6. District Cllrs report 

Cllr Liz Malvisi reported on the District Council’s work on the Climate Emergency and a Bio-

Diversity Challenge. Cllr Malvisi noted that the council’s fleet has been transferred to 

Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil, investment in solar power and a water filtration system at 

Kingfisher, a tree canopy survey of the District and mapping wildlife corridors, Warm Homes 

Suffolk, a Local Energy Showcase, a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LWCIP) 

and grant funding to support volunteers who transported people to get their covid jabs. Over the 

coming year the District Council hopes to encourage more parishes to set up Bio-Diversity 

Groups and install electric vehicle charging points, complete solar carports at Kingfisher, 

publish the tree canopy survey with a map available online, reduce artificial lighting to help 

achieve a net gain in biodiversity, relaunch a tree planting scheme and Tree For Life for new 

parents to mark the birth of a child and they will be carefully considering the implications of the 

Governments recycling and Waste Strategy. 

Residents asked the following questions: 

- Why not force developers to install EV charging?  Discussion of this point continued 

including the possibility of charge points at the Village Hall similar to Great Waldingfield, 

electricity supply issues in Acton, problems with some charge points in neighbouring 

parishes, SCC’s “Plug in Suffolk” service 

- Could we have further information on the Biodiversity Plan net increase? See the 

Climate Change and Biodiversity annual report online. 

- What engagement does BDC have with national government to change building 

regulations to impose higher biodiversity requirements, reduce fossil fuels etc? BDC is a 

statutory consultee but even so has limited influence. 

7. Wildlife Reserve Report 

Wildlife Reserve Manager Colin Muddimer reported that the reserve is doing well with variation 

in habitats and an increase in species diversity. The reserve needs maintenance and is short of 

volunteers. New gates are being made for the main entrance. There are some anti-social 

behaviour issues. The reserve provides an opportunity for local residents and children to get 

involved and learn about wildlife. 

Residents asked the following questions: 

- Has there been much vandalism? A fire, summer house entered, police have been 

informed and the suspected perpetrators are known. Acton has been fortunate not to 

have too much of a problem with vandalism previously.  

- Could a night camera for wildlife be set up? Yes but only in areas where people will not 

walk. A new and better camera may be needed. 

- Residents greatly appreciate the work that Colin has done on the reserve. 

The chair noted that Acton is grateful to Colin Muddimer for what he has achieved on the 

reserve. 
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8. Speedwatch Report 

Cllr Graham Round reported that Acton Community Speedwatch team has held 87 90minute 

sessions at 6 police approved Speedwatch sites in Acton over the last year. On average 8 

vehicles per session are grossly exceeding the speed limit. 83% of those recorded by Acton 

Community Speedwatch have received a written warning from the constabulary. The team is 

currently 12 strong but looking for new members. Anyone over the age of 18 is eligible to apply. 

The chair thanked those who are active in Speedwatch for their efforts. 

9. Neighbourhood Plan Report 

Lee Adams chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group reported that work is proceeding 

well on the Neighbourhood Plan which began last year after gaining support from the 

community. The steering group has been established as an advisory committee of the Parish 

Council. Community engagement is a key element. The steering group has received 384 

responses from the community survey so far which is a very good response rate, as well as 47 

responses from school children and a survey of 50 businesses. A Neighbourhood Plan can give 

Acton a stronger voice on planning matters and this has proved useful in other places that have 

a Plan. The team has completed a range of fact-finding reports and appointed a Design Code 

consultant. There will be further community engagement events and more data gathering which 

will inform the draft Neighbourhood Plan. Once finalised, the Parish Council will submit the 

Neighbourhood Plan for approval and once adopted it will become part of the future planning 

process for Acton. The whole process usually takes between 2 and 3 years. 

The chair thanked the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group for its work and noted that the 

Parish Council is supporting the work financially. 

The chair thanked residents and Cllrs for attending and closed the meeting at 9pm. 

 

 


